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Rice Planting Slows with Rains 
 Rice planting has slowed somewhat in 
southwest Louisiana over the last couple of weeks 
due to the rains we received last week. However, 
water seeding acres picked up as the rain drained 
from fields last week. This week we have had a short 
window, from Tuesday (March 22) to Thursday 
morning (March 24), where we were able to get in 
the fields at the Rice Station in Crowley to drill-seed 
some research trials. However, a bit further west, 
less rain was received and some farmers were able to 
continue drill-seeding last week. Only a limited 
number of acres are planted so far in central 
Louisiana, and no planted rice acres have been 
reported to me from northeast Louisiana so far. This 
is to be expected since a lot of the area is still dealing 
with the excessive rain fall total from a week earlier. 
A large band of storms is passing through Louisiana 
this morning (March 24) as I write this newsletter.  
Hopefully, the rainfall totals will not be too high and 
cause additional flooding. If I were to estimate the 
rice acres in the state today, I would guess that we 
are probably around 40% to 45% planted in the state, 
with almost all of the planted acres currently south of 
Alexandria. 
    
Cold Damage 

 We did see some 
cold weather earlier this 
week. Here in Crowley it 
actually dipped down to 
37oF on Monday (March 
21).  Cold weather can affect 
rice development at the 
seedling stages. Seedling 
cold damage often causes 

seedlings to turn yellow or it can also cause a yellow 
or white band across the leaves. The white band is 
generally a combination of wind and cold 
temperature damage of the seedling at the soil line.  
As the seedling recovers, the white band becomes 
more prominent. Normally seedlings grow out of this 
damage as temperatures increase. Occasionally, frost 
will kill rice down to the soil level. The good news is 
that seedlings will normally recover from this type of 
damage by continued leaf growth from below the 
soil surface. So, if you see the white band on your 
rice this week that looks similar to the pictures in 
this newsletter, then it is most likely due to the low 

temperatures that were observed earlier this week 
and not herbicide damage or another disease. 
 
Sulfur and Zinc Fertilizer Sources for Rice 
 Sulfur and zinc are important plant essential 
nutrients needed for rice development. A soil test is 
very good at determining if sulfur or zinc is limiting 
in your soil and if you need to apply additional sulfur 
or zinc to maximize rice yields. However, the 
fertilizer source is important to both these fertilizer 
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nutrients to be adequately utilized in rice. 
 Sulfur must be in the sulfate form (SO4

-2) to 
be utilized by plants. Ammonium sulfate, zinc 
sulfate, and other sulfate fertilizers are excellent 
sources of sulfur. Elemental sulfur (S2) fertilizer 
(commonly 0-0-0-90 S) is not a good fertilizer 
source to use in-season for rice because the sulfur is 
not in an immediately available form. The elemental 
sulfur must be converted to the sulfate form before it 
can be made available for rice. This conversion is 
called sulfur oxidation and it is done by sulfur 
oxidizing bacteria. Most of the sulfur oxidizing 
bacteria require…drum roll please… you guessed it, 
oxygen. Once the rice is flooded, generally very little 
elemental sulfur will be converted into sulfate sulfur.  
In upland conditions, elemental sulfur oxidation to 
sulfate sulfur is a slow process that can be influenced 
by several factors including the size of the fertilizer 
(powdered will be oxidized faster), temperature, soil 
pH, soil water content, oxygen availability, and the 
amount of sulfur oxidizing bacteria in the soil. In 
upland conditions, large granule of elemental sulfur, 
like the one shown in in the picture, will be very 

slow.  For 
example, 
one study 
illustrated 
that for a 
granular 
size 
similar to 
the one in 
the picture 
only 2% 

of the elemental sulfur would be converted in a one 
month period of time. Therefore, applications of 

elemental sulfur for rice in-season for a soil that is 
deficient in sulfur is not recommended. However, 
applications of elemental sulfur are recommended in 
the fall and winter to bring soil test sulfur levels up 
and also to help lower soil pH. 

Similarly, zinc must be in a soluble form to 
be utilized by rice immediately. Generally, we would 
like to see producers use zinc fertilizer sources that 
are at least 50% water soluble. Less soluble forms, 
like zinc oxide, are not immediately available and 
are not recommended for rice grown in a soil that is 
limiting in zinc during the growing season. The 
water solubility of zinc fertilizers is stated on 
fertilizer labels. 

 
Rice Planting Method Poll Results 
 Last week I sent out a 
poll using the rice text message 
group. In the poll, I asked 
producers and consultants to tell 
me what percentage of their rice 
acres will be water-seeded, drill-
seeded, or dry broadcast this 
year. Approximately 46 rice farmers and rice 
consultants replied to the poll. While this does not 
seem like a lot, it does represent a significant percent 
of the rice acres in Louisiana and approximately 5% 
of Louisiana rice growers. 
 Approximately 13% of the respondents 
water-seed all of their rice. Roughly 33% of 
respondents drill-seed all of their rice. Surprisingly, 
>4% of the respondents dry broadcast all of their 
rice. About 50% of the respondents do some 
combination of seeding practices. Of those that 
mixed seeding methods, the average mixture was 
32% water-seeded, 52% drill-seeded, and 16% dry 
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broadcast. Considering all respondents, the mean 
breakdown was 29% water-seeded, 59% drill-
seeded, and 12% dry broadcast. 
 If you have not joined the rice text message 
group, please take the time to do so. To join, simply 
send a text message to this phone number: 81010 
with this message: @larice. 
 Remember, you can keep in touch with what 
is going on in the Louisiana rice industry by using: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that during the week of 
the Easter holiday is the biggest 
crawfish production and consumption 
week of the year? Louisiana has 
approximately 285,000 acres of farm 
raised crawfish. How much crawfish 

will be consumed this week, you ask? Well, if we 
assume that: 1) a crawfish pond will average 10 traps 
per acre; 2) the average catch per trap will be about 

0.6 pounds of crawfish this week; and 3) that 
crawfish farmers will check traps 6-days this week… 
The average catch this week will be about 10.2 
million pounds and 8.6% of the seasonal catch.  This 
number does not even include wild caught crawfish!  
Happy Easter everyone. 

  

 

Louisiana Rice 
@LouisianaRice 
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Additional Information 

Louisiana Rice Notes is published periodically to 
provide timely information and recommendations for 
rice production in Louisiana. If you would like to be 
added to this email list, please send your request to 
dharrell@agcenter.lsu.edu.  

This information will also be posted to the LSU 
AgCenter website where additional rice information 
can be found. Please visit www.LSUAgCenter.com.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcomming 

June 14 LSU AgCenter’s H. Rouse Caffey 
Rice Research Station South Farm 
Field Day. Crowley, LA. 
 

June 29 LSU AgCenter’s H. Rouse Caffey 
Rice Research Station Field Day, 
Crowley, LA 
 

Contact Information 
 

Dustin Harrell Rice Specialist & Research Agronomist (337) 250-3553 dharrell@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Don Groth Rice Pathologist (337) 296-6853 dgroth@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Eric Webster Rice Weed Specialist &  (225) 281-9449 ewebster@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 Assistant Southwest Regional Director  
Steve Linscombe Senior Rice Breeder & Southwest Regional Director (337) 296-6858 slinscombe@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Mike Stout Rice Entomologist (225) 892-2972 mstout@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Mike Salassi Rice Economist (225) 578-2713 msalassi@agcenter.lsu.edu  
Keith Fontenot Rice Verification Program (337) 290-0510 kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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